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Egypt Turning Ney

Heilals E‘r(f, Over

Yy Jim Hoagland’
Washinglon Post Foreirn Service
BIIRUY, Febh. 3—The abrupt xemOV'll
of Bgypt's best-known political commen-
tator Mohamed Tassancin 1lcikal, from

his post as director of Cairo’s Al Ahram-

publishing house this weekend ig an epi-
taph for an cra in the Arab world.

As edilor of the daily Al Ahram, Heikal
- possessed influence well bevond that of
a well-conpnected jour nalist. Under his
i the Jate President Gamal
Abdel Nasser, Heikal helped make Lgyp-
tian policy. His weckly columns often
provided the world with the only clues
as {o what was going on in Nasser's
closed system,

Triday’s column, a thinly veiled attack

on the warm rclationship that Nasser’s
" successor, President Anwar Sadai, is de-
veloping wnh the Nixon administration,
‘was apparently Heikal’s last.

Less than 24 hours after it appeared,

0 meszdcmml decree was issued sirip-

.ping Heikal of his post at Al Abrvam and
naming him as a press adviser to Sadat.

: The move could only be a calculated in-
' sult 1o a man of Heikal's considerable ego.

I‘ndav s column may bave been a last
straw.
of Heikal's apparent downfall. Ile has

“Tong been at odds with Sadat who, as
he has gradually strengithened his hold

; on Egypt.
oblivion most of.the th(‘f figures fo the
Nasser era.

hag effectively shunted off to

The removal will reverberate tlnough-
out the Arab world, where Heikal was
.the most widely read political writer of
his day. Libyva’s Jeader, Col. Muammar

Qaddafi, who is close to
Heikal, and {he dwindling
number of hard-core Nasser-
ists elsewhere will see it as
a further betrayal by Sadat
of the Nasserist cause.

. But the ouster will he wel-
comed—if indeed it has not
been prompted—by Saudi
-Arabia’s King Faisal, Sadat’s
new ally and Heikal's long-
time foe.

The first signal of a still
incomplete major change in
{he  government-controlled
‘media came last weck when
Sadat pardoned journalist
Mustafa Amin, jailed in 1965
as a Central Intelligencs
Afency spy by Nasser, and
permitled his brother Ali {o
return from exile.

. The Amin brothcrs, wi
nad loApproved Rars A
Sardatl printed in the Cairo
press, told friends they had
. ‘st nramiend tminartant

‘of the

.nercial

But it alone was not the cause -

‘with the
“currents of Fegyptian politics,-

- them
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prms jobs. Yesterday, Sadat
named the grateful Al

tAmin Heikal's replacement
.. at Al Ahram,

Al Aliram is' the infellec-
tual flagship of the active, if
officially muzzled Cairo
press..  The 49-year-old
Ieikal, who became editor
paper in 1959,
shrewdly built around it a
publishing empire that is
the envy of the third world.

Al Ahram publishes books
and magazines and is the
lardest
printed material in Egypt.
Nominally owned by Egypt’s

only political party, the
Arab Socialist Ynion, the
company imports some com-
goods for retail
sales, and IHcikal housed it
in an ultra-modern printing

plant and office building.

Moreover, Meikal col-
lected the Arab- world's
most widely respected and
politically diverse stable of
journalists, thinkers and

~writers for the publications

under his command. He
maintained a group of study
institutes that collectively
form the Arab world's most
important think t tanks.
Cynics maintain  that
Heikal has manipulated this
political diversity to float
rapidly changing

bringing lefiwing writers to
the fore when rightist poli-
tics were unnonular and

then pushing them back into-

the shadows when Lhc wheel
turncd. .

But he also established a
reputation of .fighting for
his associates and protecting
from {he frequent
purges of intelicednals con-
ducted by Nasser and then
Sadat.

Heikal called his wecekly
column “Frankly Speaking”
—something he rarely did in
print. A typical Heikal col-
umn contained enough ab-
seure phrases to permit him
{o argue later, as he fre.
guently did, that he had
been misinterpreted. This

trend has heen esvecially .
apparent  since  Nasser's

death and the disappearance
of the automatic access he

. had enjoved to Egypt's Tul-

Jdng cirele.
But Heikal also had a pen-
chant for coing against the
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rage.

This Jed him to distribute
his spleen ecvenly between
the Soviet Union and the
United States. Several

AN

- months befare Sadat's sud-

of Russian
Heikal

den expulsion
military advisers,

was sniping weekly at the’

Kremlin, which rveplied by
puhhclv demanding his head
in the Moscow press.

Now, with Sadat giving ef-
‘fusive praise to Secratary of

State Henry Kissinger and
President Nixon, Heikal has
privately been saying that
Sadat is foolish o place so
much trust in a weakened
and still untrustworthy U.S.
administration. His columns
since . November  have
skirted close {o repeating
this sentiment publicly.

~ Such criticism
those who view Icikal as es-
sentially pro-Western. This
impression is reinforced
by his taste for luxury and
the capitalist skill with

ings outside Egypt. Heikal,
who stands {ive {feet six
inches tall, sports expen-

- sively tailored suits and the

longest and most expensive
imported eigars in Cairo.
Close associales shy that

‘ Heikal’'s recent eriticisms of

the United States stem from
an intense feeling of Egyp-
tian nationalism. “He is sim-

“ply afraid that a deal has

been made belween Aoscow
and Washington to deliver
Lgvpt into a new
hegemeny to  further de-
e wants that no
more than he wants Russian
domination,” one of

© {riends says.,

" The growing rift with Sa-
dat has heen cvident for
gsome {ime. In August, Gen.
Aohamed - Naguib, over-
thrown by Nasser in 1854,
charged in - an
with a Beirut magazine that
1eikal had once heen on the
pavroll of a suspected Ameri-
can agent, .Nagzuih, freed
from house arrest by Sadat,
would not have given Qll(h
an‘interview without Sadat's
anproval, diplomars as
sumed at the Uime., :

In January, Heikal felt
that  Sadat deliberatety
snubbed him al the Aswan
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putting him on the same
tevel as the editors of Cal-
vo's two-other Javrge newspa-

" death.

surprised.

Jwas that, Ilatem, once

American,

his -

interview:
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Stories circulated in Cairo
that Sadat had tried 1o let
Heikal down casily by ask-
ing him to become minister
of information.

Heikal reportedly refused .
“the job, which he held for
five manths before Nasser’s
The joh that- Sadat
ordered him to take Friday
night is cven less pl("iﬂgu-
ous, having been held in the
recent past by able but es

" sentially uninfluential civil

scrvants.

News agencies reporied
from Cairo today that
Heikal has . also turned
down the press adviser job,
but gave no ¢lues {o his fu-
fure plans.

Although in eclipse,
Helkal should probably not

“be counted out prematurely.

He maintaing extensive po-
litical contacls in the Arab
world and in the West, and

- h2 can trade on the Nasser-
- ist aura to gain quppmt

Cairo newsmen  éxpect
further changes in the Egyp-

. . Ct o tian mediag to accompany a
which he has sold his writ- | general cabinet change that

. has

been predicted for
weeks but which pow seems
to have heen delayed until
next month. ;

To replace Ileikal as’
chairman of the board at
the Al Alham publishing
house, Sadat named his Dep--
uty Premier and Informa-
tion Minister Abdel Kader
Hatem, The early Dbetting
Nas-
ser's chief- domestic propa-
gandist, would ‘be the chief
victim of the coming cabinet
change.

Bul government sources

‘renort that Hatem, a skilled

burcaucratic infighter and,
not coincidentally. a hitter
encmy  of  IHeikal, haus
mounted a strong counter
altack and is pressing Sadat
to let him remain in a pow-
erful position.



